
St. Frances Cabrini Catholic Church 
12001 69th St. East, Parrish, Fl. 34219 

THIRTY– FIRST SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

WWW.SFXCPARRISH.COM         sec@sfxcparrish.com                  941.776.9097 

OFFICE HOURS    M,T,Wed. Th, F 7:00am-3:00pm    

PARISH STAFF 
Operations Manager: Richard Lind 

Religious Education: Mary Jo Chronis 

Sacramental Coordinator: Chris Malone 

Liturgy Coordinator: Lydia Herrera 

Maintenance & IT: Ernie Nolder  

Maintenance: Roger Rodriguez 

Data Entry: Tom Moline 

SCHEDULE OF MASSES 
Daily Mass:WED.THU, FRI -8:30 am 

Tuesday 5:30PM 
 

Saturday Vigil: 4:00 PM 
Sunday: 8:00 AM & 9:45 AM 

Pastor: Fr. Joseph Gates 
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TUESDAY               NOVEMBER 7 

5:30pm                +POOR SOULS  

Req.By:                  Kay 

2nd Int.                 +VICTORIA PIETROCZYNSKI 

Req. By                   Ronald & Marilyn 

WEDNESDAY         NOVEMBER 8  

8:30am                 +AMY WOODLOCK 

Req. By:                  Loving Family 

2nd Int                   +ALL SOULS 

Req, By:                  Ann Nguyen 

THURSDAY             NOVEMBER 9 

8:30am                 +THERESA DUMAIS 

Req. By:                  Husband Louis 

2nd Int.                 + KEN & MARY LENTZ 

Req. By:                   Sons 

FRIDAY                   NOVEMBER 10 

8:30am                 +PAULINE GONZALES 

Req. By;                  Lydia 

2nd Int.                    BABY WREN 

Req. By:                   Friend 

SATURDAY              NOVEMBER 11                                   

4:00 pm                 +GERALDINE VENHUIZEN 

Req. By:                   Loving Family 

2nd Int.                  +TED KREGER 

Req.By:                     Kreger Family 

SUNDAY                  NOVEMBER 12 

8:00am                   +ALL SOULS 

Req. By:                   Trish 

2nd, Int                     +ROGER CABILTES  

Req. By:                            His Sister 

9:45.                       +JOHN WARD  
Req. By:                  Frank & Susan Ward 

Last Rites & Anointing of the Sick   
  Due to the Distance from Parrish 

Manatee Hospital: 
St. Joseph: 941-756-3732 

Sacred Heart: 941-748-2221 
Lakewood Ranch Hospital: 

Our Lady of the Angels: 941-752-6770 
Doctor’s Hospital Sarasota:  
Incarnation: 941-921-6631 
St. Patrick’s 941-378-1703 

*DO NOT WAIT TILL THE LAST MINUTE* 
If in Hospice at home please call as soon as possi-
ble 

Preferably during the day! 
Emergency Number for Priest just for an emer-
gency!         813-629-3963 

 

TODAY’S SCRIPTURE READING 
First Reading 151: Mal 1:14b-2.2b,8-10 

              Psalms 131:1-3 
 Second Reading  1 Thes 2;7b 9,13  
         Gospel Reading Mt 23:1-12 

 

SACRAMENTS:  

Contact the Office 
Baptism: For registered & active 

parishioners:  
Baptism instruction is  
required for  Parents. 

Reconciliation:  
Saturdays 2:00-3:00 PM   

In the main Church  
or by  Appointment 

 
Weddings: Must be arranged with 
the pastor at least 6 months before 
the date  desired.  
 
Funerals: Please contact the Office 
for a meeting for Dates, Readings, 
and music. There are certain poli-
cies in place at St. Frances Cabrini 
for the respectful burial of  your 
loved ones. 
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READINGS FOR THE WEEK 
MONDAY  

485 Rom 11:29-36 Ps 69:30-31,33-34,36 Lk 14:12-14  
TUESDAY  

486: Rom 12:5-16b Ps 131:1cde,2-3 Lk 14:15-24 
WEDNESDAY  

487: Rom 13:8-10 Ps 112:1b-2,4-5,9 Lk 14:25-33 
THURSDAY DEDICATION OF THE LATERAN BASILICA 

671: Ez47:1-2,8-9,12 Ps 46:2-3,5-6,8-9 1Cor 3:9c-11,16-17 Jn 2:13-

22 

FRIDAY ST. LEO THE GREAT489: Rom 15:14-21 Ps 98:1-4 Lk 16:1-8 

Supporting our Diocese 
 

Our Goal to support the Diocesan  
 Offices, Missions, and Charities.  

Goal: $198,000.00 
Raised So Far: $174,507.60 

Goal: $174,559.61 
Raised So Far: $41,775.00                                                                                   

 

Parish Focused Giving 
 

Helping to relieve our Parish of St. 
Frances Cabrini Debt! 

Debt Free by 2023 

Life Teen Camp “Covecrest”. Come discover God in a real and fun way in the Georgia 
Mountains! Eucharistic Adoration, White-water rafting, small groups, praise and                      
worship, wall climbing, and more! Call Mary Jo Chronis in the Office for more details.  
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This year the St. Frances Cabrini Angel Tree will be  
giving to the Our Lady of Guadalupe Mission only a 

few miles from our Parish.  
 

They have asked for Diapers and Wipes for Infants. 
 

The Angels are for the children in these age ranges 
2-4 (Toddlers); 5-6; 7-8; 9-11. 

 
 

Each Angel is marked with a “Blue” or “Pink” Heart for 
a boy or a girl and the “Age Range”. 

 
 
 

Please tape the Angel to your UNWRAPPED GIFT. 
 

We will also be collecting Amazon and Walmart Gift Cards in                 
increments of $10.00 for the families at St. Joseph Catholic School.  

Nov. 4th—30th  
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Thursday: November 16 
Doors open at 5:30pm 
Dinner begins at 6:00pm 

Please Call the Office with your 
dish or dessert and how many              
people will be in your party! 

To give thanks in solitude is enough. 

Thanksgiving has wings and goes 

where it must go. Your prayer knows 

much more about it than you do. 

- Victor Hugo 

POTLUCK 

https://www.brainyquote.com/authors/victor-hugo-quotes


 
 
One of the most beautiful and peaceful places in our town is an old cemetery. Since it is in walking distance from our house, I go there 
several times a week to clear my head and pray. 

When I first began going, I treasured the quiet solitude. Over time, though, something deeper became part of my walks. Little by little, 
I started praying for the souls whose bodies were buried there, and I began to ask their prayers in return. Instead of being a place to get 
away from the world and be alone, the cemetery became a place where I felt surrounded and protected by friends. It still offered quiet 
peace, but it also offered a spiritual relationship that transcended the physical grounds. 

A few weeks ago, while I was walking there, I had a new request for the holy souls. For the past several years, I’ve written an article to 
honor the souls in purgatory each November. This year, I wanted to do it again, but I was struggling to find inspiration. I was exhausted 
and depleted, and my brain was in no condition to write. I could barely form a coherent sentence, let alone an article. 

Still, I wanted to help these souls who have been so good to me, and so I offered them a bargain. First, I prayed for them, as I always 
do before I ask their prayers. Then, I told them that I wanted to write this article for them, but I couldn’t do it without their assistance. 
If they wanted me to write it, they needed to pray for me to receive the inspiration and the ability. 

An Exchange of Love 

Days later, a package arrived in the mail from my friend Suzie.  She had come across a book, she said, that she wanted to send me. She 
just felt like this book was intended for me.    I opened the package and pulled out the book: The Amazing Secret of the Souls in Purga-
tory. Suzie had known nothing of my bargain with the holy souls when she picked up this book. She’d found it deep in a stack of books 
at a Catholic book sale, and she almost put it back, but something compelled her to get it—and, soon after, to send it to me. 

Truth be told, if I’d found this book in the stack myself, I probably would have been inclined to put it back, too. Nothing personal 
against this book, but for years, despite my devotion to the holy souls, I’ve generally steered clear of books about the topic of purgato-
ry. I love reading stories about saints helping the holy souls, but I’ve avoided books about purgatory because of a bad experience I had 
with the first (and last) one I read. 

It was about 15 years ago, and I was fervent in my faith, when I found a big book about purgatory and began to read it. The more I 
read, the more it scared the living daylights out of me. It described the pains of purgatory in great detail, in ways that terrified me. 

That fear began to change my faith. Where I had once prayed out of love and devotion, I now found myself praying out of fear.  I was 
terrified of purgatory, and I started trying to pray my way out of it, rattling off devotions like boxes on a checklist, hoping I would rack 
up enough to escape agony in the afterlife. 

It took a long time to undo the damage that reading that book did to my soul. I finally reached a place where I prayed out of love again, 
and not fear. My walks in the cemetery had made me acutely aware of the holy souls, and I cherished the richness of their friendship. I 
knew they suffered, and I wanted to help them with prayers, especially since they are incapable of praying for themselves (they can 
only pray for others). 

It was an exchange of love, for when I gave them my prayers, they gave me theirs. The Catechism (958) says that “our prayer for them 
is capable not only of helping them, but also of making their intercession for us effective.” It’s as if our prayers light a flame for the 
holy souls, and then the souls can use that very flame to light candles for us in return. 

Maria Simma and the Holy Souls 

Now, after all these years of avoiding books about purgatory, here I was opening one again. This one felt different, though. The first 
one I read was thick and dark. This one was small and bright. I looked at the title again, this time noticing the subtitle.  The Amazing 

Secret of the Souls in Purgatory: An Interview with Maria Simma. 

I was not acquainted with Maria Simma before. But as I began to read, it soon became clear 
that she was the answer to my prayer. I had asked the holy souls for inspiration, and they sent 
her. 

Maria, an Austrian born in 1915, had a great love for the souls in purgatory. At age 25, she 
began receiving visits from them. (Maria’s bishop encouraged her in this charism, and another 
book she wrote about her experiences received an imprimatur.) 

The souls who visited her had one thing in common: They were in need of prayers. They espe-
cially requested Masses, but also Rosaries, Stations of the Cross, and other prayers to be said 
for them. 

“We must do a great deal for the souls in purgatory,” Maria says, “for they help us in their 
turn.” 

One story in this book tells of a woman who was particularly devoted to the poor souls, and at 
the hour of her death was attacked with fury by a demon. As she struggled excruciatingly 
against this darkness, a crowd of dazzlingly beautiful people appeared, and the demon fled. 
The unknown dazzling people consoled and encouraged her at the moment of death. When the 
woman asked who these people were, she learned that they were the souls that she had helped 
to enter heaven with her prayers. They had not forgotten her. 
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https://catholicexchange.com/life-death-prayers-cemetery


It is important, Maria says, never to judge or assume the state of a person’s soul after death. She tells of a man and a woman who died 
at practically the same moment. The woman died having an abortion, while the man was a churchgoer reputed to have lived a devout 
life. But the man spent much longer in purgatory than the woman, because he criticized and said many bad things about others, while 
the woman had experienced deep repentance and was very humble. 
It is also important, Maria says, to pray for the souls of people we meet on earth, even if our prayer is only a brief one. One day, on a 
train, she met a man who “didn’t stop speaking evil of the Church, of priests, even of God.” She told him not to speak like that. When 
she left the train, she prayed: “Lord, do not let this soul be lost.” Years later, that man came to visit her from purgatory. He told her that 
he had come very close to hell, but her one simple prayer leaving the train that day had saved him. 

Maria says that the souls in purgatory would not want to return to earth, for they have a new knowledge of God that is infinitely be-
yond ours. “It is the soul itself which wants to go to purgatory, in order to be pure before going to heaven,” she explains. “They want to 
purify themselves; they understand that it is necessary.” 

The most efficient means to help the souls in purgatory is through the Mass, Maria says. But every single prayer helps, especially when 
we offer our own suffering for their sake. If we give our sufferings to Our Lady, she will use them to help the holy souls in the way that 
is best. 

Maria says that Mary comes to see the souls often, “to console them and to tell them they have done many good things,” and that St. 
Michael and each soul’s guardian angel are also there “to relieve suffering and provide comfort. The souls can even see them.” 

The blessings we extend to the holy souls are reciprocal. These “dear suffering friends,” as St. Margaret Mary called them, are the most 
faithful of intercessors, and their assistance is powerful and fast. I asked them for inspiration for this article, and they quickly arranged 
for me to receive a book that was both edifying and gentle for my tired mind. 

In this book, I also found healing of an old wound. Maria’s description of purgatory offers the antidote to the fear I felt when reading 
the book that terrified me so long ago. Now I have new confidence that, although purgatory is a place of great suffering, it is not terror 
that reigns there—it is hope. Leave it to my dear suffering friends to bind up a wound that I didn’t realize was still there. 

November Plenary Indulgence 

Each November, the Church offers a special opportunity to assist the souls in Purgatory. From November 1-8, the faithful can gain a 
plenary indulgence for the souls in purgatory by visiting a cemetery and praying there for the dead. 

In order to obtain the indulgence, a Catholic in the state of grace must have the intention to obtain it and fulfill the following condi-
tions: (a) visit a cemetery and pray there for the dead, even if only mentally; (b) make a sacramental confession (a single confession, 
within about 20 days before or after, will suffice for all the indulgences a person obtains within that time period); (c) receive Holy 
Communion; (d) recite at least one Our Father and one Hail Mary for the Holy Father; and (e) be free from attachment to all sin, in-
cluding venial. The indulgence becomes partial if the conditions are partially fulfilled. 

A note about the last condition: Sometimes people wonder whether it is possible for them to be completely detached from venial sin. I 
believe the answer to this is found in Mark 10, when Jesus tells his disciples how hard it is to enter the kingdom of God, and they won-
der who then can be saved. 

“For human beings it is impossible, but not for God,” Jesus tells them. “All things are possible for God.” 

Even if it would be impossible for us to be completely detached from sin, it is not impossible for God. As Matthew 7 reminds us, “Ask, 
and it will be given you;” for our Father in heaven gives “good 
things to those who ask him.” Let’s ask Him, then, for the grace to 
be detached from all sin, in order to obtain this indulgence as an 
act of charity for the souls in purgatory. He longs for these souls to 
be with him in heaven, and by His grace we can help them get 
there. 

Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, 
and let perpetual light shine upon them. 
May the souls of the faithful departed, 
through the mercy of God, rest in 
peace. 




